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UIPM 2021 PENTATHLON JUNIOR 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS: BELARUS 
END ON A HIGH WITH MIXED RELAY 
GOLD

Etsina & Berazavik (BLR) replicate senior medal success on final day
First medal for Poland as Pydyszewska & Klimek hold on to silver
Guatemala take bronze thanks to Valencia Franco & Fernandez

Belarus have been one of the dominant nations in senior Modern Pentathlon in recent years and 
their juniors provided a golden climax to the UIPM 2021 Pentathlon Junior World Championships.

Katsiaryna Etsina and Uladzislau Berazavik (BLR) didn’t just win the Mixed Relay, they blew the 
field away, suggesting that the nation’s future in the sport is in good hands once the likes of 
Anastasiya Prokopenko and Ilya Palazkov hand over to the next generation.

After a dominant performance in Fencing, Belarus (Etsina/Berazavik) refused to let a sloppy Riding 



performance ruin their day and they finally won by 25sec from Poland duo Ewa Pydyszewska & 
Maciej Klimek. 

The Poles’ success was their first medal of the competition and the bronze medallists also broke 
their duck for the week – as Paula Valencia Franco and Andres Fernandez gave Guatemala
something to take home.

Winning the Mixed Relay meant that Belarus finished joint-second in the competition medals table 
alongside Egypt with one gold, one silver and one bronze medal. Hungary topped the table having 
won both team golds – the women’s team silver went to Egypt and bronze to Belarus, while Russia 
took home the men’s team silver and Egypt the bronze.

More than 250 athletes aged 21 and under took part in the final global competition before the 
rescheduled Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games.

Medallists’ reaction

Gold medallist Berazavik (BLR) said: “We succeeded in everything. We did it very well. We fenced 
incredibly well. We were a little unlucky with the horse, but we did our favourite discipline - Laser 
Run - at the highest level. It is the most important.”

Team-mate Etsina (BLR) said: “From the very beginning everything went well, since fencing is the 
most difficult thing for us. Since it succeeded, everything else went like clockwork.”

Silver medallist Pydyszewska (POL) said: “We are so happy we don’t know what to say. It’s 
amazing. In the Laser Run I shot really well and made a good position for my team-mate, and he 
did what was needed to give us a silver medal. It’s perfect.



“We will watch the Olympics in Tokyo now and keep our fingers crossed for our team.”

Team-mate Klimek (POL) added: “Today is an amazing day. A silver medal – we didn’t dream 
about it. Our best discipline was Riding because then we moved up to 2nd position.”

Bronze medallist Fernandez (GUA) said: “It was a good day. It’s our first international medal and 
it’s the World Championships. We have the best team ever.”

Swimming

Czech Republic (Veronika Novotna & Jakub Malecek) set the standard in the pool with an 
electric time of 1min 54.01sec, with Egypt (Mariam Amer & Muhammed Husam) not far behind 
(1:54.35).



Fencing

With a commanding performance, Belarus (Etsina/Berazavik) stormed to the top of the overall 
leaderboard thanks to a score of 31V/9D. Equally, Russia (Yana Soloveva & Egor Gromadskii) 
had a big advantage over another Egypt duo (Salma Abdelmaksoud & Mohanad Shaban).



Riding 

The only maximum score of the day was delivered by Germany (Julie Walser & Christoph 
Lemken), but Poland (Pydyszewska/Klimek) moved up to 2nd place overall with a score of 298 
and Hungary (Rita Erdos & Csaba Bohm) moved into contention with 297.



Laser Run 

Starting with a big lead over 2nd-placed Poland (Pydyszewska/Klimek) and 3rd-placed Egypt 
(Abdelmaksoud/Shaban), Belarus (Etsina/Berazavik) controlled their nerves and gave no sign of 
hope to their rivals.

By the second visit to the range, individual bronze medallist Elzbieta Adomaityte of Lithuania
had moved into the bronze-medal position but her team-mate Puronas (LTU) was overtaken by 
Bohm (HUN) after the handover.

At the final shoot, there was a major surprise as Bohm (HUN) lost his place to both Klimek (POL) 
and Fernandez (GUA), who engaged in a private duel for silver. Finally it was Klimek (POL) who 
crossed the line 5sec ahead of Fernandez (GUA), who in turn had a 6sec cushion over Bohm 
(HUN).

The best Laser Run time was set by individual world champion Rebecca Castaudi and Mathis 
Rochat of France (11:46.09), who were not in contention for medals after failing to take part in 
Riding.

 

UIPM reaction

Janusz Peciak OLY, UIPM Executive Board Member for Sport and 1976 Olympic champion, said: 
“Every day of the UIPM 2021 Pentathlon Junior World Championships was interesting and 
exciting. Of course today Belarus won with a big gap, but I’m very happy for the Polish team who 
finally won a medal and also Guatemala, because it’s better for the future of the sport to have 
more countries winning medals.



“I saw many great athletes here at this World Championships – some of them will even compete in 
the Olympic Games in Tokyo but I’m sure many of them will participate in the Olympic Games in 
Paris where we will of course have a new format.

“I’m very happy, especially because during the pandemic we didn’t have much competition for 
juniors and youths. We know how hard it was for the athletes not to participate for one and a half 
years and it’s good to see them back.”

 

Local organisers’ reaction

Sharif Elerian, President of the Egypt Modern Pentathlon Federation (EMPF) who formed the local 
organising committee, said: “It was a wonderful competition, I think everything went exceptionally 
well. All the nations were very happy and they expressed their happiness and gratitude yesterday 
in the closing ceremony.

“I personally am happy with everybody in the organising committee, whether from UIPM or our 
federation or from the Arab Academy for Science and Technology – it was a great event and there 
were no problems at all.

“Many nations were on the podium and I’m happy for them all, and happy too for the performance 
of our Egyptian team – we had a gold and a bronze yesterday in the Men’s Final and a silver in the 
Women’s Final.

“We are waiting for everyone in September for the UIPM Youth World Championships for U19 and 
U17 athletes and I think it will be an even better competition.”

 

Watch and follow

The UIPM 2021 Pentathlon Junior World Championships in Alexandria (EGY) has now concluded 
but many of the world’s best young pentathletes will return to the city in two months’ time for the 
UIPM 2021 Youth World Championships (U19/U17), taking place from September 13-19.

Visit the UIPM website for news and follow World Pentathlon on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, VK
or Weibo throughout the season for additional content.

 

RankTeam MP Points

1

BLR

ETSINA Katsiaryna

BERAZAVIK Uladzislau

1417

2

POL

PYDYSZEWSKA Ewa

KLIMEK Maciej

1392

http://www.pentathlon.org
https://www.facebook.com/WorldPentathlon/
https://www.instagram.com/theuipm/
https://twitter.com/TheUIPM
https://vk.com/worldpentathlon
https://passport.weibo.com/visitor/visitor?entry=miniblog&a=enter&url=https://weibo.com/u/5593447969&domain=.weibo.com&ua=php-sso_sdk_client-0.6.36&_rand=1626451457.7398


3

GUA

SOPHIA VALENCIA FRANCO Paula

FERNANDEZ Andres

1387

4

HUN

ERDOS Rita

BOHM Csaba

1381

5

EGY 1

ABDELMAKSOUD Salma

SHABAN Mohanad

1364

6

UKR

KLUNNIKOVA Olha

AHARUSHEV Maksym

1359

7

SWE

JAWAID Marlena

STROMSOE Axel

1358

8

LTU

ADOMAITYTE Elzbieta

PURONAS Titas

1357

9

GER

WALSER Julie

LEMKEN Christoph

1348

10

SUI

JURT Anna

MUELLER Vital

1347

11

CZE

NOVOTNA Veronika

MALECEK Jakub

1333

12

KOR

KANG Minjeong

JUNG Bosung

1323



13

RUS

SOLOVEVA Yana

GROMADSKII Egor

1315

14

EGY 2

AMER Mariam

 HUSAM Muhammed

1307

15

BRA

MELLO Marcela

ROMANELLI Matheus

1298

16

MEX

OLIVER Catherine Mayran

VAZQUEZ Alexis

1259

17

USA

AHAUS Viktoria

POHL Merik

1244

18

ITA

PETRICCA Agnese

LI VOLSI JACOPO Maria

1209

19

FRA

CASTAUDI Rebecca

ROCHAT Mathis

1112

20

CAN

WANG Anna

SCHULZ Quinn

851

21

TUR

POLAT Yaren Nur

NUSRETOGLU Dora

512


